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According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan face 

higher unemployment rates than civilians and veterans from 
previous wars. Matthew Pizzo ’11, a U.S. Air Force veteran 
who served in Iraq from September 2004 to February 
2005, experienced the lull in employment !rst-hand, but 
a trendsetting program at NYSE Euronext led him to 
transform an internship into a rewarding full-time position. 

For eight weeks last summer, Pizzo and 14 other recent 
military veterans participated in the inaugural e"ort of 
NYSE Euronext’s Veteran Associate Program, an internship 
program that o"ers veterans on-the-job training in !nancial 
services combined with classroom sessions taught by the 
company’s senior executives. Headquartered in Manhattan, 
NYSE Euronext is a global !nancial services corporation 
that operates several securities exchanges. It is one of only 
a handful of !nancial services organizations that has a 
program designed speci!cally for veterans.

Pizzo was in the military from 2001 to 2005 and says there 
is a stigma attached to being a veteran when interviewing for 
jobs. “Interviewers always ask about PTSD and, ‘What’s the 
scariest thing you had to face?’ I try to answer in a way that 
calms their concerns, but despite my having a law degree and 
an undergraduate degree, most people just want to focus on 
the service and satisfy their curiosity.”

He says it has been refreshing to work for a company 
that provides veterans with career opportunities without 
focusing on negative depictions of those who served in the 
military. “#e program in place at the NYSE should serve 
as an example of what organizations—big business, small 
business, !nance, law, academia—can do to both give back 

to veterans and tap into the value and resources they can 
provide,” Pizzo says. 

Among those resources, he explains, are veterans’ resilience, 
resourcefulness, and willingness to do whatever it takes to 
accomplish goals. “Veterans, especially combat vets, are able 
to thrive in even the most stressful of situations. We know 
what to do as individuals to make our team stronger.”

Pizzo learned about the NYSE internship while 
volunteering with a nonpro!t called Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America (IAVA). He attended an IAVA event 
where Marshall N. Carter, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the NYSE Group and a Marine Corps veteran, 
spoke about establishing opportunities for veterans. 

Pizzo spent his internship working in the Global 
Compliance Division, where his duties included 
surveillance and monitoring of NYSE technology and 
trading platforms to ensure that systems function within 
SEC and federal guidelines, as well as researching new rules 
and regulations. At the conclusion of the internship, he was 
o"ered a full-time position as a senior compliance associate, 
a similar role with more responsibility. “My eight-week 
internship became a really long job interview,” Pizzo says. 
#e position puts him one step closer to his dream of one 
day running his own company.

Pizzo says his supervisors were impressed with his 
knowledge, which he attributes to his NYLS classes taught 
by Professor Ronald Filler. 

“Matt was an outstanding student in my Derivatives Market 
Regulation course,” Professor Filler says. “He quickly grasped 
the subject matter and provided excellent commentary and 
discussion in the classroom.$I am so proud of Matt . . . and 
know he will succeed now and in the future . . . ” 

Pizzo is thankful to NYSE Euronext’s Veteran Associate 
Program, which along with his volunteer work with IAVA, 
has created a platform for him to discuss veterans’ issues and 
the bene!ts of hiring veterans.

“Aside from earning a full-time position, the most 
rewarding parts [of the internship] were the connections I 
made personally and knowing I was involved in one of the 
most innovative and successful programs ever put together 
for veterans.”   
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